472                         LAISSEZ-FAIRE
economic sect* Especially, however, I desire to point out
that the alleged comparison of German and English cities,
in a statistical article of a statistical periodical, is as purely
dogmatic as if it appeared in a treatise on metaphysics.
Did space permit I should be glad to go into an analysis
to show what dogmatism is and to distinguish its mis-
chievous from its useful and necessary forms. A similar
analysis needs to be made of speculation and generaliza-
tion* These terms are all used nowadays in a flippant
way by ill-educated men, to the great harm of science.
The doctrine and precept of laissez-faire do not preclude
the attainment of positive results from investigation, nor
the formulation of accurate statements of those results,
nor the most elaborate verification of those results. The
students of the laissez-faire school have done nearly all
that ever has yet been done in the way of actual achieve-
ment under all these heads. Laissez-faire means: Do not
meddle; wait and observe. Do not regulate; study.
Do not give orders; be teachable- Do not enter upon
any rash experiments; be patient until you see how it
will work out.
The contrary temper is plainly manifested in our day
on every hand. A man who has studied into any social
question far enough to be nonplussed by its difficulties
will propose some form of legislation about it. Laissez-
faire would teach: At this time and under such a state
of the question, the last thing to do is to legislate about
it. When a half-dozen large and delicate interests are
involved in a matter like transportation, in such a way
that no human intelligence can possibly comprehend and
adjust them, least of all by a piece of legislation which
must be inelastic and arbitrary, this state of things is
made a reason, not for letting the matter alone, but for
passing some legislation by way of experiment. Nothing